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1.0 Recommendation 
 
1.1 Standards Committee is requested to note the contents of this report and 

indicate any areas in respect of which further information is requested. 
 



   

MONITORING OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1 The joint meeting of the Audit and Standards Committee held on 16 April 

2007 agreed that the Standards Committee receive regular reports from the 
Monitoring Officer.  This is the first such report for 2010/11. 

 
2. Future of Standards for England 
 
2.1 On 28 May 2010 the government announced its intention to abolish the local 

government standards regime in the planned Decentralisation and Location 
Bill. 

 
2.2 There are not yet any clear details of what is proposed for the future, but for 

now the local standards framework remains pending legislative change. 
 
2.3 Meanwhile, Standards for England have announced that their budget has 

been reduced and they are reviewing their activities and Business Plan.  So 
far, quarterly monitoring returns have been postponed and the monitoring 
officer has been advised by SFE that the next return to SFE due in July will 
not be required.  The 2010 Annual Assembly on 18 and 19 October has also 
been cancelled. 

 
2.4 Details of alternative standards arrangements will be reported to the 

Standards Committee when further information is available. 
 
3. Local Assessment 
 
3.1 No complaints alleging that Members have failed to comply with the Members 

Code of Conduct have been received since the last meeting of the Standards 
Committee on 26 April 2010.   

 
4. Publications 
 
4.1 The latest SFE bulletin number 47 was issued in February 2010 and available 

on the SFE website.  An online quick guide to blogging was published on  
 25 February 2010.  These publications are appended to this report.    
 
5. Standards Board Annual Assembly 
 
5.1 As stated above, this year’s Annual Assembly has been cancelled.     
 
6. Legal Implications 
 
6.1 This report details work undertaken to comply with the ethical framework 

relating to Local Government under Part III of the Local Government Act 
2000. 

 



   

7. Financial Implications 
 
7.1 The Council is required to provide the Monitoring Officer with sufficient 

resources to undertake her responsibilities.  Provision is made within the 
revenue budget. 
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8. Equalities Implications 
 
8.1 The Members Code of Conduct contains specific obligations relating to 

equalities.   
 
9. Environmental Implications 
 
9.1 There are no direct environmental implications arising from this report.   
 
 






























